Anaerobic digestion (AD) is an indispensable technology for mankind to live a sustainable life in this world. Currently, anaerobic technology is being increasingly adopted as a cost-effective way for waste(water) treatment, but has also evolved from an approach solely for waste(water) treatment to an integrated method for resource recovery, e.g. water, energy (biogas), nitrogen, phosphorous, etc. Implementation of anaerobic technology even carries associated benefits such as the mitigation of climate change. Hence, we are standing at a turning point in reframing the future of anaerobic technology, and move towards a more sustainable world. The demand for fossil energy substitution, nutrient recirculation and efficient waste management, is driving technical innovation strongly. Therefore, with the theme of "Towards a More Sustainable World", the AD-15 conference focused on the most promising anaerobic technologies, as well as emerging and cutting-edge techniques and ideas that can influence AD's future development. The conference was jointly organized by the International Water Association (IWA), Harbin Institute of Technology, Tsinghua University, and Research Center for Eco-Envrionmental Sciences, CAS. This conference was part of the IWA Anaerobic Digestion Specialist Group Conference series, which were conceived as an international forum targeting state-of-the-art anaerobic bioprocesses.
